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Welcome!
The following pages will introduce you to the 

Experience Preschool Curriculum system. 
If you have any questions, please contact us. 
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What’s inside 
the box?

What’s inside What’s inside 

Your fi rst Experience Preschool box 
contains different types of bags 
with materials to help you teach:

Getting Started Bundle
Circle Time Bag 

Teacher Tool Bag
Daily Discovery Bags (20 total)
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Getting Started Bundle
Read this Getting Started booklet for 
a step-by-step guide on how to use the 
curriculum and set up your learning 
space. Included are complementary 
Circle Time Display pieces and tools 
to be used throughout your experience.

Circle Time Bag
In the Circle Time Bag, you will 
fi nd manipulatives and other 
hands-on tools that can be used 
all month long to explore each 
thematic study’s featured shape, 
color, numbers and letters.

Teacher Tool Bag
Your monthly reference and lesson 
planning materials are in the 
Teacher Tool Bag. Inside the bag, 
you will fi nd the Teacher Guide, 
Skills Chart, Theme Web, Activity 
Calendar and Gathering List.  What’s in 

the bus box?
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a step-by-step guide on how to use the 

to be used throughout your experience.



Daily Discovery Bags
Each Curriculum Kit includes 20 Daily 
Discovery Bags. Daily Discovery Bags 
are fi lled with the art supplies, games, 
storybooks, photos and materials that 
you will use with the daily recommended 
activities in your Teacher Guide. The 
materials are conveniently packaged 
and prepped by day.  

3

Daily Discovery Bags



How do I set up Circle Time 
and classroom displays?

Set up your Circle Time Display and collect new pieces to add to it each month.
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Shape&Color

Forest Friends

Letter
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We can encourage others by 
putting their feelings first.

Kindness

Forest Friends  © 2023 Experience Early Learning, Co.
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(Welcome Kit)

CALENDAR & PIECES 
(Circle Time Bag)
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(Daily Discovery Bag)
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Setting Up Your 
Learning Space
This room layout is only one 
suggested arrangement. Given 
your unique space, consider 
organizing your room layout 
to best fi t the needs and traffi c 
patterns of your children. Place 
louder, more active learning 
areas together. On the opposite 
side of the room, set up the 
quieter play or reading areas. 
Large group or circle time 
space can be an extension of 
larger activity areas, such as 
dramatic play or block areas. 
Remember to decorate walls 
or hang children’s artwork at a 
child’s eye level. By designing 
spaces for a child’s height, 
interests and activity levels, you 
communicate to the children 
that they belong.

Reading
Corner

STEAM/
Science

Lab

Math 
& Manipulatives

Zone

Circle Time 
& Dramatic Play

Glue

PaintPaint Paint

Bookcase
Storage Shelving

STEAM/
Science

Sand/Sensory
Table

Blocks

Active
(Louder)

WET

Passive
(Quieter)

DRY

Art
Studio

Circle Time Setup
Your Welcome Kit and Circle Time bags contain everything you need 
to set up a Circle Time display and update it monthly. Some pieces, 
such as the Alphabet Strip and Weather Station, will remain for the 
year, while others, like the Calendar and Theme Posters, will change 
monthly. Letter Cards and Conversation Posters will be changed 
throughout the month as the curriculum requires. Please see the 
example/sample display. 

In addition to your display pieces, your Circle Time Bag will contain 
tools that will be used throughout the month for various activities. You 
may choose to display some of these pieces when not in use. 

To help you designate areas in your learning 
space for specifi c purposes, we’ve provided a 
variety of Station Signs in your Welcome Kit. 

To help you designate areas in your learning 
space for specifi c purposes, we’ve provided a 
variety of Station Signs in your Welcome Kit. 
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What’s in the 
Teacher Tool Bag?

This bag includes the following 
items every month:

Teacher Guides
Theme Web

Weekly Activity Skills Charts
Gathering List
Tracks & Lyrics
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The weekly Teacher Guides are your day-by-day 
lesson plan books, featuring over 100 theme-based 
discussion and activity ideas for each month. You 
receive one 4-week set in each monthly kit.

Inside the Teacher Guide, there are daily lesson plans
featuring Circle Time, Small Group, Table Top, Storytime, 
Creative Corner and ideas for open-ended STEAM 
stations. The consistent layout for every lesson plan will 
help you quickly fi nd the information you need.

At the front of each Teacher Guide is a quick peek
overview of the upcoming games, materials and 
activities in math, literacy, music, art and STEAM. 

Teacher Tool Bag?



The Theme Web Poster helps you, your children and 
their families see how the month’s theme is organized. 
The monthly theme is in the middle circle. The weekly 
“big ideas” are in the four surrounding circles. The 
Daily Discovery topics branch out from the weekly 
“big idea” circles. If desired, add more investigation 
topics according to the interests of your children.

The Tracks & Lyrics sheet is a helpful 
reference when leading activities 
involving music from the monthly 
themed album.

7

The Weekly Activity Skill Charts are printed 
posters to hang on your wall. These are your 
one-week lesson plans at a glance. They tell you:

• The type of activity
• The title of the activity
• Learned skills
• Which skills to assess (see     )

 helps you, your children and 

E X P E R I E N C E  P R E S C H O O LTHEME WEB

All 
About 
Me

All About Me

Head 

Arms 
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Sound

Taste

Touch

Smell
Washing 

Hands

Protecting 
Our Bodies

Sleep

Brushing 
Teeth

Exercise

Shirt

Pants

Hat
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Shoes & Socks

Body 
Parts

Staying 
Healthy

Five 
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Clothing

1
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4

5
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7

8

9

10

16

17
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19

20

11

12

13

14

15

All About Me week 1
LESSON 1

week 2
LESSON 6

Sight

Washing Hands week 4
LESSON 16

Shirt week 3
LESSON 11

Head week 1
LESSON 2

week 2
LESSON 7

Sound

Protecting Our Bodies
week 4

LESSON 17

Pants week 3
LESSON 12

Arms week 1
LESSON 3

Taste week 2
LESSON 8

week 4
LESSON 18

Sleep

Hat week 3
LESSON 13

week 1
LESSON 4

Legs

Touch week 2
LESSON 9

Brushing Teeth week 4
LESSON 19

Coat week 3
LESSON 14

Hands & Feet week 1
LESSON 5

Smell week 2
LESSON 10

Exercise week 4
LESSON  20

Shoes & Socks week 3
LESSON 15

© 2020 Experience Early Learning Co.

The 
posters to hang on your wall. These are your 
one-week lesson plans at a glance. They tell you:

• The type of activity
• The title of the activity
• Learned skills
• Which skills to assess (see     )

The Gathering 
List is a convenient 
list of supplies we 
recommend you 
gather for daily 
activities. Most 
required supplies are 
provided in the Daily 
Discovery Bags, but 
a few are not. You’ll 
fi nd those, as well as 
a recommended list 
of items we suggest 
you keep on hand, 
listed here.

The 
List
list of supplies we 
recommend you 
gather for daily 
activities. Most 
required supplies are 
provided in the Daily 
Discovery Bags, but 
a few are not. You’ll 
fi nd those, as well as 
a recommended list 
of items we suggest 
you keep on hand, 
listed here.
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Dad loves his family no matter how they feel! 

ad Family Feelings

heart cards
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Word Family Game © 2018 Experience Early Learning, Co.

What’s in 
the Daily 

Discovery Bags?

Daily Conversation Posters 
Hang daily posters where children and families

can see the topic of the day. 

Math manipulatives
Count, sort and problem-solve with included 

Counting Cards and Math Story Cards. 
Make patterns, designs and shapes 

with monthly Manipulatives. 

Logic games
Games, puzzles and manipulatives are included 

monthly to encourage problem-solving, 
cooperation and spatial awareness.

Letter and phonic concepts
See, touch and hear letters. This collection 

helps children identify letters and sight words 
each month through literacy games 

and sensory play.

Explore 
a digital 
music library
Each thematic study also 
includes access to an 
online music collection that 
helps reinforce concepts 
and introduces a new 
music genre with unique 
rhythm patterns and 
instruments.
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ROCK-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

Dancing 

Community  

    Helpers

with

Producer: Brian Steckler

Executive Producer: Leslie Falconer

Lyrics: Leslie Falconer & Brian Steckler

Music: Brian Steckler

Guitars: Danny Donnelly

Vocals: Chad Reisser, Michelle O’Neill and Brian Steckler

danceandbeats.com

800.523.6933

1
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8
9

10

11

12

Walk Like a Mailman

Stop, Drop and Roll

I’m a Police Officer

Waiter, Waiter

Cross the Street

I Need a Tissue

Construction Worker

Keep It Clean

Hairdresser Song

Beanbag Boogie

Mystery Letter

Why We Work

ROCK-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

    Helpers
    Helpers

7 22512 46242 7©2016 Experience Early Learning Co.

JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

Dancing 
My Family

with

Producer: Brian StecklerExecutive Producer: Leslie FalconerLyrics: Leslie Falconer & Brian Steckler Music: Brian StecklerGuitars: Danny DonnellyVocals: Michelle O’Neill, Chad Reisser and Nate, Zane and Brian Stecklerdanceandbeats.com
800.523.6933

JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSICMy Family
JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSICMy Family
JAZZ-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC
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You Gotta Love
Grandma, Do You Know 
Pickin’ Apples 1-2-3
The Happy Dance
Surprise! 
Friendship Love
Dear Pen Pal
Neighborhood Parade
Doggie Doo-Wop
Pretty Parrot
My Family
Circle Song

7 22512 46253 3
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REGGAE-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

Dancing 

Alphabet 

  Island

on

Producer: Brian Steckler

Executive Producer: Leslie Falconer

Lyrics: Leslie Falconer & Brian Steckler

Music: Brian Steckler

Vocals: Michelle O’Neill, Chad Reisser and Brian Steckler

danceandbeats.com

800.523.6933
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10
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12

Smooth Sailin’

Treasure Hunt

Beach Party (Instrumental)

Crab Walk

Bump Over the Lump

Cave Wonders

ABC Song

Sticky Fingers

Sunburn

Fall Waterfall

Captain of the Ship

Cool Island Breeze (Instrumental)

REGGAE-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

  Island
  Island

7 22512 46252 6
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POP-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC

 Dancing 
with Bugs 
   Crawly Things

Producer: Brian Steckler
Executive Producer: Leslie Falconer
Lyrics: Leslie Falconer & Brian Steckler
Music: Brian Steckler
Vocals: Michelle O’Neill, Chad Reisser and Brian Steckler
danceandbeats.com
800.523.6933

1
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5
6
7
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9

10
11
12

Bugs and Crawly Things
Ladybug
Wiggle Worm
Camouflage
Slug Bug
Queen Ant
Sweet Honey
Parts of an Insect
Caterpillar Clap (Instrumental)
Spin a Web
Grasshopper Hop (Instrumental)
Mosquito Buzz (Instrumental)

&
POP-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S MUSIC
   Crawly Things

Letter and phonic concepts



Daily Discovery Bags include a diverse set of teaching materials 
that invite children to play, sing, dance, create and share. 
We have packaged the materials according to the lesson in which you will introduce 
them. Therefore, all you need to do each morning is grab a bag, open your Teacher 
Guide and be ready to explore learning with your children.

We have designed the Core Tools to be used in many different ways to support sensory 
experiences that build language, math, science, art, physical and social-emotional skills. 
Each month, you will receive the following theme-connected sets of tools:

STEAM projects and ideas 
Children participate in daily science, technology, 

engineering, art and math projects.

Storytelling and books
The book of the month comes with 
a Storytelling Scene and Pieces.  

Write, cut and color
Scribbling, drawing and making continuous 

marks are the early stages of writing. 
Children have many opportunities to build 

emergent writing skills with the My Little Journal, 
Postcard and monthly games. 

Friendship builders
Children learn to take turns, help out and share 

while participating in friendship games.

Build a 
book library
Each thematic study 
features an exclusive 
storybook to help 
educators build a high-
quality library. Books 
include a variety of 
fi ction and nonfi ction 
stories representing 
cultural diversity, good 
values and interesting 
facts for little listeners.
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Visit the Member Resources page on our website 
for daily coloring printables!

Forest Friends
Forest Friends

A Forest Friends Book

US $7.95

Bear’s Backpack
Bear’s Backpack

Forest Friends © 2022 Experience Early Learning Co.

First published by Experience Early Learning Company

7243 Scotchwood Lane, Grawn, Michigan  49637  USA
Copyright © 2022 by Experience Early Learning Co.

Manufactured in No. 8, Yin Li Street, Tian He District, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China

by Sun Fly Printing Limited1st Printing 01/2022

9 781953 369598

50795>

ISBN 978-1-953369-59-8

We can encourage others by 

putting their feelings first.

Kindness

Circle Time: Forest Friends Log  © 2022 Experience Early Learning Co.

W
e can encourage others by 

putting their feelings first.

Kindness

ForestFriends
ForestFriendsCircle Tim

e: Forest Friends Log
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o.

ForestForestF
Bear’s Backpack
Bear’s Backpack
Bear’s Backpack
Bear’s Backpack
Bear’s Backpack

A F
Bear’s Backpack
Bear’s Backpack

A Bear’s Backpack

A Bear’s Backpack
Bear’s Backpack
Bear’s Backpack
Bear’s Backpack

engineering, art and math projects.

STEAM projects and ideas 
Children participate in daily science, technology, 

engineering, art and math projects.engineering, art and math projects.

facts for little listeners.



1, 2, 3, Teach!
Now that you understand what is in your box 

and how the materials are packaged and labeled, 
you’re ready to put it all together. 
It’s time to Experience Preschool!

It’s easy!
Just open your Teacher Guide 
to the lesson. Match the lesson 

number to the Daily Discovery Bag 
number. Gather any extra supplies, 

and you’re ready to teach.
10

1, 2, 3, Teach!
Now that you understand what is in your box 

and how the materials are packaged and labeled, 
you’re ready to put it all together. 
It’s time to Experience Preschool!
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“I love how everything is 
compiled together for me 
for the entire month. I can 
spend more time doing the 
other things in life that need 
my attention as well!” 
BECKY SMITH, MI

“I love how everything is “I love how everything is 



What’s an example 
routine for the day?

Experience Preschool is fl exible to meet the needs 
of your program. Create a schedule that works for you.

A Word About Daily Routines: A daily routine will create 
an environment in which children can experience a variety of planned 
and unplanned (yet intentional) activities. Children thrive under a 
balance of active and quiet times. Offer children a variety of learning 
experiences that include individual, small and large group settings. 
Within each of these settings, invite children to determine how long 
you explore each activity and in what ways the activity evolves. 

Experience Preschool activities offer approximately three hours of 
intended instruction each day. We suggest extensions and activities 
to carry you through free play and extended day schedules. Our 
recommended schedule is for a full day, but please adapt as 
necessary to fi t your time and children.

12

experiences that include individual, small and large group settings. 
Within each of these settings, invite children to determine how long 
you explore each activity and in what ways the activity evolves. 

intended instruction each day. We suggest extensions and activities 
to carry you through free play and extended day schedules. Our 



HALFDAY SCHEDULE

Meet and greet 
Welcome each child. Encourage free exploration of activity areas.

Circle Time 
Children sit in a large group and discuss the questions of the day. Children 
explore the weather and calendar, then participate in a Community Challenge.

Free play and centers
Children explore the activity areas and build with blocks, make art, play dress-
up or choose books to explore.

Snack
Children participate in snack prep, handwashing, serving and clean-up.

Small group and centers
While a few children participate in the activities from the Teacher Guide with 
you, others play freely in the activity areas while waiting for their turn.

Outside play
Children participate in active play outdoors. 

Lunch
Children participate in food preparation, handwashing, serving and clean-up. 
Family style meals are a great way to expose children to social, mathematic 
and language skills. 

Rest time
Provide quiet activities, such as soothing music, low lights, books or individual 
toys that create a restful ambiance. 

Snack
Children participate in snack prep, handwashing, serving and clean-up.

Story time
Explore books, letters, rhymes and storytelling. Use your own books or the 
included books in your Experience Preschool Curriculum.

Outside play
Children participate in outdoor activities and experience nature in play. Bring 
“indoor” materials outside to blend the indoor/
outdoor experience.

Music closing time
Children participate in the closing song and refl ect on the day’s activities.

Arrival - 
8:30 am

8:30 - 9 am

9 - 10 am

10 - 10:15 am

10:15 -
11:30 am

11:30 am - 
12:30 pm

12:30 - 1 pm

1 - 3 pm 

3 - 3:15 pm

3:15 -
3:45 pm

3:45 -
4:30 pm

4:30 - 5 pm

FULLDAY SCHEDULE
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Meet and greet

Circle Time

Free play + 
STEAM Stations

Snack

Small group + 
table top + 
choice time

Outside play

Music closing time

Arrival - 8:30 am

8:30 - 8:45 am

8:45 - 9:45 am

9:45 - 10 am

10 - 11 am

11 - 11:30 am

11:30 - 11:45 am

With Experience Preschool in 
brightwheel you can easily 
design your day to fi t your needs. 
Each activity will be available to 
drag and drop to the day or time 
you’d like to complete it. Then, 
easily share the day’s plan with 
families to increase engagement. families to increase engagement. 
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What do children learn?
Experience Preschool nurtures the child’s social-emotional, physical, 

language and cognitive development. The child naturally learns 
35 foundational skills as they play, sing, create and share.
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Experience Preschool uses a skill-based assessment 
system to identify learning goals and objectives. 
The Teacher Guides indicate these skills under each activity title. You can also 
fi nd these listed by day in the Weekly Activity Skill Charts. You’ll notice that some 
activities have stars next to them. These will be explained on the next pages. 

How do I assess learning? 
Look at each activity’s skills. Observe the child’s use of the skills as they 
naturally participate. Some activities highlight specifi c skills to assess 
for the month. These are marked with a star       (see next page for more detail). 

How do I know if the child is using the skill? 
We have embedded observation prompts at the bottom of most daily activities. 
These correspond to each activity’s highlighted skills. 

I’ve observed. Now what? 
Record your observations via our Star Assessment 
system (see the next page). You may also choose to keep 
additional records for your reference and development. 

Learning 
Assessment 
Basics

12 13

From Head 
to Toe
By Eric Carle

LLD 6 Reading Comprehension

• Before reading the story, 
invite children to show 
different ways we can move 
our heads.

• During the story, invite 
children to copy the 
movement of the animals.

• After reading, invite children 
to recall the story by 
showing one of their favorite 
animal movements.

S U G G E S T E D  S T O R Y

Find the Eyebrow
LLD 7 Writing MR 6 Classification

Discuss & Explore
• Invite children to look at the Theme 

Poster and name the body parts while 
you write them on sticky notes. 

• Label a child’s body with the sticky notes.

Play Together
• Take turns selecting an I Spy Glass 

and finding the same body part on 
the Theme Poster.

• Use the blank I Spy Glass to 
encourage children to look for 
specialized vocabulary, such as elbow, 
knee, eyebrow, eyelashes or fingernail. 

• Simplify: Look at the I Spy Glass and 
point at the same body part on self.

• Challenge: Invite a child to be the 
leader and call out body parts for 
the rest of the children to find on 
self or the poster.  

S M A L L  G R O U P  L I T E R A C Y

Reflection
• Ask, “While you played today, what body 

parts did you use? How did you use them?”
• Invite a child to name a body part, then 

prompt the rest of the children to point 
at that body part.

M U S I C  A N D  M O V E M E N T

Head 
& Shoulders
CA 2 Dance & Movement   PD 1 Gross Motor

• Play “Head, Shoulders, Knees and 
Toes,” track 9 on the Dancing from 
Head to Toe album. 

• Invite children to follow along with the 
song and touch their head, shoulders, 
knees and toes.

• Increase the challenge by doing the 
movements with eyes closed or on one foot.

Closing Time

SUPPLIES
 Theme Poster*
 I Spy Glasses*

YOUR SUPPLIES
 Sticky notes

Look and find a foot.

What do you see?

ALL ABOUT ME  LESSON 2

OBSERVE: What body part vocabulary does the child 
understand and use during play? Does the child engage 
better with the 2D poster or by finding the body parts on self?

Set Up
• Place the playdough and tangrams 

on the table.

Independent Play
• Invite children to freely play and 

build designs with the tangrams. 
• If desired, they can recreate the 

tangram shape design pictures. 
• Extend the experience by 

demonstrating how to make shape 
imprints by pressing the tangrams 
into playdough.

Tangram Body
MR 3 Shapes

OBSERVE: Observe how the child uses the 
materials. Does the child use the tangrams to 
recreate the puzzle pictures or fit them onto 
self-made playdough imprints?

TA B L E  T O P  M AT H

SUPPLIES
 Tangrams*

YOUR SUPPLIES 
 Playdough

recreate the puzzle pictures or fit them onto 
self-made playdough imprints?

YOUR SUPPLIES 

into playdough.

OBSERVE: Observe how the child uses the 
materials. Does the child use the tangrams to 

 Playdough Playdough

OBSERVE:
materials. Does the child use the tangrams to 
recreate the puzzle pictures or fit them onto 

S T
E A

M
S TAT I O N S E N S O

R Y

SEEPG.6FORDETAILS

Assess this skill

Use this observation prompt 
to observe the child working

We have embedded observation prompts at the bottom of most daily activities. 

Use brightwheel to record daily 
observations, share pre-populated activity 
notes with families, track development 
and create summary reports of a child’s 
developmental benchmarks.

Use brightwheel to record daily 
observations, share pre-populated activity 
notes with families, track development 
and create summary reports of a child’s 
developmental benchmarks.



Star Assessment Basics
Our Star Assessment system focuses on specifi c activities to 
ensure that every three months, children are being assessed for each skill in our 35-skill 
system. We provide monthly tools to assess and highlight these starred activities. 

Every daily lesson plan features at least one starred activity. Look for them 
in your Teacher Guides and the Weekly Activity Skill Charts. Observe the 

child participating in these particular activities, then record your fi ndings in the 
monthly observation tools described below. 

The Developmental Continuum of Skills: This chart helps you determine 
each child’s numbered level in each activity’s skills. You can fi nd an abridged 
version of this chart in the back of each Teacher Guide. Find the skill you’re 
examining and relate your observations to a description in the chart. For 
example, for the Tangram Body activity on the previous page, let’s say the child 
you’re observing is able to identify four to six basic geometric shapes while 
they work. According to the chart, that would put them at Benchmark 4. 

The Observation & Documentation Planning Calendar and Group 
Observation Form: This is a calendar and form for your reference as you 
work through the month’s starred activities with your children. In addition to 
skill level, we’ve included a key for more nuanced assessment, where you can 
indicate whether the child’s skill is emerging or they’re meeting it on their own. 

The Individual Assessment Chart: In addition to providing assessment 
tools for your reference, we also provide individual monthly assessment forms 
for each child’s caregiver(s). This is a form that goes home and gives families 
a peek into what you’re working on. It also provides space for future learning 
goals and notes. 

Building a Child’s Learning Portfolio
In addition to assessment forms, we provide tools to build 
a learning portfolio of each child’s educational journey 
throughout the year. Download and print the Learning Portfolio 
cover and pages from the Experience Preschool website under Member 
Resources. Save child work or take photos as evidence of the child’s 
skill level. Put the skill label on the back of child’s work to connect the 
recorded skill rating to the child’s work. Children can decorate their 
own binders or printable binder covers are available on our website 

under Member Resources. We also provide a 
monthly Portfolio Memory Page 
for children to refl ect on each 
month’s experiences. 

recorded skill rating to the child’s work. Children can decorate their 
own binders or printable binder covers are available on our website 

under Member Resources. We also provide a 
monthly Portfolio Memory Page 

In addition to assessment forms, we provide tools to build 
a learning portfolio of each child’s educational journey 

Download and print the Learning Portfolio 
cover and pages from the Experience Preschool website under Member 
Resources. Save child work or take photos as evidence of the child’s 
skill level. Put the skill label on the back of child’s work to connect the 
recorded skill rating to the child’s work. Children can decorate their 

In addition to assessment forms, we provide tools to build 
a learning portfolio of each child’s educational journey 
throughout the year. Download and print the Learning Portfolio 
cover and pages from the Experience Preschool website under Member 
Resources. Save child work or take photos as evidence of the child’s 
skill level. Put the skill label on the back of child’s work to connect the 
recorded skill rating to the child’s work. Children can decorate their 
own binders or printable binder covers are available on our website 

under Member Resources. We also provide a 

 focuses on specifi c activities to 
ensure that every three months, children are being assessed for each skill in our 35-skill 
system. We provide monthly tools to assess and highlight these starred activities. 

Every daily lesson plan features at least one starred activity. Look for them 
in your Teacher Guides and the Weekly Activity Skill Charts. Observe the 

child participating in these particular activities, then record your fi ndings in the 

each child’s numbered level in each activity’s skills. You can fi nd an abridged 

example, for the Tangram Body activity on the previous page, let’s say the child 

tools for your reference, we also provide individual monthly assessment forms 

a peek into what you’re working on. It also provides space for future learning 

example, for the Tangram Body activity on the previous page, let’s say the child 

Observation & Documentation 

Planning Calendar

FAMILY 
& PETS

DATE _________________

LESSON 1

Kitchen Play
CA 4 Drama

SCI 4 Technology

LESSON 3

My Basket
Investigation & Inquiry

Drama

LESSON 4

Tall Dad, Short Dad

MR 4 Measurement

SS 1 Culture & Community

LESSON 5

Grandma Dance

CA 2 Dance & Movement

SED 3 Attention & Persistence

LESSON 6

A Bear Hug 

for Bunny
LLD 6 Reading Comprehension

SED 4 Social Relationships

LESSON 8

Calming Corner

SED 2 Self-Regulation

PD 2 Fine Motor

LESSON 9

Noisemakers

SCI 3 Physical Science

MR 4 Measurement

LESSON 10

Letter Press
LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge

SED 3 Attention & Persistence

LESSON 11

Show a Trick
LLD 2 Communication

CA 4 Drama

LESSON 13

What Is It?
LLD 5 Concepts of Print

LLD 6 Reading Comprehension

LESSON 14

Fishbowl
SCI 2 Natural & Earth Science

PD 2 Fine Motor

LESSON 15

Pet Choices
SED 1 Self-Awareness

SS 2 Civics & Economics

SED 4
MR 1

LESSON 18

Tears
SED 2 Self-Regulation

PD 2 Fine Motor

LESSON 19

Building 

Support
LLD 2 Communication

SED 4 Social Relationships

LESSON 20

Cooperation 

Circle
SED 4 Social Relationships

CA 2 Dance & Movement

Kitchen Play
Kitchen Play

© 2022 Experience Early Learning Co.

Forest FriendsForest Friends

Forest Friends © 2019 Experience Early Learning Co.
9 781937 954406

90000
ISBN 978-1-937954-40-6
US $7.95
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Planning Calendar
LESSON 3

My Basket
Investigation & Inquiry

Drama

LESSON 4

Tall Dad, Short Dad

MR 4 Measurement

SS 1 Culture & Community

CA 2 Dance & Movement

SED 3 Attention & Persistence

A Bear Hug 

 Reading Comprehension

 Social Relationships

Show a Trick
 Communication

Investigation & Inquiry
Investigation & Inquiry

Attention & Persistence

 Social Relationships

GROUP 
OBSERVATION 

FORM
In each child’s row, write:

• Level 1-8

• E (emerging with help) or M (meeting on own)

Sample: 3E (level 3, emerging)

4E

4M 6E
4E

4M 6E
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Evaluator’s name __________________________________________________________________ Observation date ___________________

Child’s name ______________________________________________________________________________  Birthday ___________________

P R E S C H O O L  /  P R E - K  ( 3 - 5  Y E A R S ) ASSESSMENT FORM

I can write my name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

I can identify these letters:    A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

This assessment reflects your child’s social-emotional, physical, motor, cognitive, language, 

and creative development. Each child develops at their own rate and we use this 

information to individualize learning experiences to support your child’s ongoing growth.

This preschool assessment is based on level 4 within the Experience Early Learning 

Developmental Continuum of Skills, which is a research-based tool that outlines 

benchmarks from infancy through kindergarten readiness. Developmentally, a preschooler 

may be on target within levels 3-5. Level 3  Meeting goal with helpLevel 4  Meeting goal consistently by self
Level 5  Exceeding goalSED 1 Self-Awareness 

I make choices when given two or three options.

SED 2 Self-Regulation
I recognize my personal feelings. With reminders, I can control my impulses.

SED 3 Attention & Persistence I start activities on my own then ask for help, if needed.

SED 4 Social Relationships
I join a group and participate in group play by playing kindly and sharing. I explain why others may feel sad or happy.

PD 1 Gross Motor 
I balance and hop on one foot. I can throw both overhand and underhand. I catch or kick moving objects.

PD 2 Fine Motor
I snip with scissors. I string large beads. I use my fingers to grasp and manipulate drawing/writing tools.

PD 3 Safety

I identify dangerous situations and seek help.

PD 4 Personal Care
I name and describe the function of basic body parts. When I go to the bathroom, I remember to wash my hands.

PD 5 Nutrition
I identify different types of food and role-play making and eating food. 

LLD 1 Listening
I listen to a story or request and respond appropriately. I follow two-step directions given verbally.

LLD 2 Communication I ask simple questions and stay on topic for two to three exchanges. I describe familiar people, places and objects. I seek additional 

words for new ways to describe.

LLD 3 Phonological Awareness I identify words that have a similar beginning sound. I identify when two words rhyme or don’t rhyme.

LLD 4 Alphabetic Knowledge I identify six to seven letters and their sounds. I recognize some common words in print, such as my name, “mom,” “dad” or “stop.”

LLD 5 Concepts of Print
I identify letters, words, spaces and some punctuation. I follow the direction of text.

LLD 6 Reading Comprehension I anticipate what comes next in familiar stories. I express likes or dislikes within the story. I participate with others in the retelling 

of a story.
LLD 7 Writing

I attempt to print or copy familiar symbols and letters, especially those that are in my name. I draw lines, circles or shapes and can 

explain who or what they represent.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

LANGUAGE & LITERACY

Social -EmotionalDevelopment

Science

Language and Literacy

PhysicalDevelopment CreativeDevelopment

Mathematicsand Reasoning
Social Studies
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Inside each Teacher Guide are fi ve suggested  
STEAM Stations (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Math). Explore these 
with your children using materials around your 
learning space by gathering the supplies listed 
in the overview booklet, then hanging a “Big 
Question” discussion prompt and Inspiration 
Photos related to the activity. High-quality STEAM 
materials are also available for purchase online.

Membership 
comes with Perks!

With your purchase of any Experience Preschool curriculum 
theme, you also receive exclusive member access to many online 
resources that extend your thematic study and new tools that will 
help you market, manage and grow your childcare business. You 
can also fi nd printable versions of many materials provided, in 
case you need more! Just click on the Member Resources tab 
on our home page to get started!

ExperienceCurriculum.com

Recommended Books

231-276-6302
© 2022 Experience Early Learning Co.

Mama Built 
a Little Nest
by Jennifer 
Ward

Whose Egg?
by Lynette 
Evans

Hello Bird
by Leslie 
Falconer
Included in the Experience Toddler & Preschool Curriculum Kits

There Is a Bird 
on Your Head
by Mo Willems

Flap 
Your Wings
by P.D. 
Eastman

LESSON 1 
Nest LESSON 2

Egg LESSON 3
Hatchling LESSON 4

Bird Food LESSON 5
Learning to Fly

LESSON 11
Bluebird LESSON 12

Woodpecker LESSON 13
Eagle LESSON 14

Hummingbird LESSON 15
Chickadee

LESSON 6
Head & Beak LESSON 7

Body LESSON 8
Wing LESSON 9

Feet & Claws LESSON 10
Tail

LESSON 16
Ostrich LESSON 17

Penguin LESSON 18
Blue Crane LESSON 19

Peacock LESSON 20
Birdwatcher

Tummy Trouble
by Chris Lensch
Included in the Experience Toddler & Preschool Curriculum Kits

Fine Feathered Friends: All 
About Birds 
by Tish Rabe

Feathers 
for Lunch
by Lois Ehlert

I Wish That 
I Had Duck Feetby Leo LeSieg

Birds from 
Head to Tail
by Stacey 
Roderick

When Blue 
Met Egg
by Lindsay 
Ward

Woodpecker 
Wham!
by April 
Pulley Sayre

Hooray 
for Birds!
by Lucy 
Cousins

Hummingbirds
by Bonnie 
Bader

Have You 
Heard the 
Nesting Bird?
by Rita Gray

Undercover 
Ostrich
by Joe Kulka

Penguin Chick by Betty 
Tatham

Birds
by Kevin 
Henkes

Flora and 
the Peacocks
by Molly Idle

Bird Count
by Susan 
Edwards 
Richmond

Birds & Eggs

Nest 

Wing 

I Had Duck Feet Head to Tail

Hummingbirds

Penguin Chick 

Monthly Assessment Activities 
sheets provide scaffolded setup 
and assessment ideas for each 
starred activity. 

Bonus Coloring Sheets are 
provided for each themed day. Use 
them in your learning space or send 
them home to extend the fun!

Recommended Book Lists are 
a comprehensive list of each day’s 
recommended book.

1-231-276-6302   |   www.ExperienceCurriculum.com

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Ladybug
Mariquita 

Ladybug

1-231-276-6302   |   www.ExperienceCurriculum.com© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Bee
Abeja

Coloring Sheets

Ladybug

1-231-276-6302   |   www.ExperienceCurriculum.com© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Bee
Abeja

1-231-276-6302   |   www.ExperienceCurriculum.com
© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Butterfl y
Mariposa 

Set out a few shapes and other objects of Set out the Photo, shapes, paper and nature items. Trace two or three of the shapes onto each paper.

Set out the Photo, shapes, paper and nature items. Set out the Photo, shapes, paper, scissors and nature items. 

Encourage the child to reach for the shapes and objects, using her arms or legs to make contact with them. 

Encourage children to squeeze glue and pick up/place shapes on paper, assisting as necessary. 

Encourage children to squeeze glue and pick up/place shapes on paper. 

Invite the child to explore the shapes Encourage children to glue matching shapes on top of the traced shapes. Invite them to continue gluing shapes to create a collage.

Invite children to look for shapes in a photo then use paper shapes to collage a picture of a bluebird. 

Invite children to look for two- and three-dimensional shapes in a photo then use paper shapes to collage a picture of a bluebird.

MR 3 Shapes

PD 2 Fine Motor

SUPPLIES
 Title Display
 Inspiration  Photo
 Paper shapes
 Paper
 Crayons
 Nature items
 Glue
 Scissors

Identifi es shapes and their characteristics.
Fine Motor

Builds strength and coordination 

LESSON 11

Bluebird Collage

BENCHMARK 1
BENCHMARK 2

BENCHMARK 4
BENCHMARK 6

LESSON 11

Bluebird Collage

BENCHMARK 2
BENCHMARK 4

BENCHMARK 6

Set out toy eggs and a basket or bowl. Set out feathers and toy eggs. Set out feathers, toy eggs and Math 

Story Cards.

Set out feathers, toy eggs and Math 

Story Cards.

As the child explores, talk with him about 

the manipulatives and the work he is doing.
Invite children to place a toy egg on top of 

each feather using verbal prompts. 

Read each situation on the Math Story 

Cards. Encourage children to solve the 

problem with manipulatives. 

Invite the children to create their own math 

stories then solve the problem 

with manipulatives.

Invite the child to explore putting the 

feathers and toy eggs into the basket and 

taking them out. Count or otherwise use 

numerals in conversation. 

Place one, two or three feathers side by side 

on the fl oor or table. Encourage the children 

to repeat each number as you count the 

feathers aloud.

Invite children to use the feathers and eggs 

to fi gure out the math problems. 

Invite children to use the feathers and eggs to 

fi gure out the math problems, then discuss and 

solve an alternate version of the story using 

the same total number of manipulatives.

MR 1 Number Sense

LLD 1 Listening

 MR 1
Identifi es numerals. Determines quantities. 

Understands operations.

 LLD 1 Listening

Understands and interprets language (both 

words and gestures). Follows directions.

LESSON 18

1 Eggs, 2 Eggs

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

SET 
UP

Monthly Assessment Activities 

Identifi es shapes and their characteristics.
Identifi es shapes and their characteristics.

Fine Motor
Builds strength and coordination 

Set out toy eggs and a basket or bowl.

As the child explores, talk with him about 

the manipulatives and the work he is doing.

Invite the child to explore putting the 

feathers and toy eggs into the basket and 

taking them out. Count or otherwise use 

numerals in conversation. 

MR 1 Number Sense

LLD 1 Listening

LESSON 18

1 Eggs, 2 Eggs

Set out a large shallow container with bird seed. Set out the paper plates of bird seed. Set out the paper plates of bird seed, letter Cube Cards and the A-Z Egg Shapes. 
Set out cookie sheets or shallow trays 
of bird seed.

Invite the child to explore the bird seed with her hands or feet.  
After children are fi nished making marks in the bird seed, invite them to sprinkle the bird seed on the ground outside in handfuls and pinches.

Select a lettered egg shape, identify the letter then write the letter using birdseed.
Invite children to write other words in the bird seed by sounding them out and using inventive spelling.

Encourage the child to explore moving the bird seed around to make marks with her hands or feet. 

Encourage children to explore making marks in the bird seed with their hands and fi ngers.
Encourage children to explore writing the letter K in the bird seed. Practice writing both uppercase and lowercase Ks. 

Encourage children to write their fi rst and last name in the bird seed. 

LLD 7 Writing

PD 2 Fine Motor

SUPPLIES
 Cube Cards: Letter Kk*
 Egg Shapes A-Z (from Lesson 2)
 Paper plates of birdseed 
 Cookie sheets or trays

LLD 7 Writing
Uses writing to represent meaning.

PD 2 Fine Motor
Builds strength and coordination of small movements.

LESSON 4

Seed Writing

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

SET 
UP BENCHMARK 1 BENCHMARK 2

BENCHMARK 6

Seed Writing

? Can you 

build a nest?

Engineering, Art and Math). Explore these 
with your children using materials around your 
learning space by gathering the supplies listed 
in the overview booklet, then hanging a “Big 
Question” discussion prompt and Inspiration 
Photos related to the activity. High-quality STEAM 
materials are also available for purchase online.© 2021 Experience Early Learning Co.

Use our Master Label Set to label items around your learning space that 
get regular use. If you don’t see what you need in the provided list, we’ve 
included a page of blanks for you to use at your discretion.

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Beanbags

Animal Figurines

Beads
BeanbagsBeanbags

Animal Figurines

Beanbags
© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Cups

© 2023 Experience Early Learning Co.

Plastic Bottles
Plastic Bottles

Pencils Pillows

Playdough



Make the most 
of your curriculum!

We offer a range of training and professional development opportunities, 
giving you the tools to learn, do and share.

Training & Professional 
Development

Blog 
Inspired Learning Blog supports educators with tangible 
resources, classroom support and educational articles on 
research-based best practices. Find the Inspired Learning Blog 
at blog.experienceearlylearning.com

On-demand trainings
Our training platform offers free foundation courses for Experience 
Preschool, Toddler, and Baby curricula; as well as many courses 
on teaching strategies, parent communication, safety routines and 
other topics. Some courses are available in Spanish.

Weekly live trainings
We’re excited to offer weekly live trainings that include a certifi cate 
for 1 credit hour of continuing ed, subject to approval in your state.

Professional development
We also offer live, custom-tailored onsite or virtual workshops and 
technical assistance at your chosen location. We work with you to 
determine the session or sessions that best support your program goals. 
A variety of workshop options can be personalized to your needs.

To learn more about training options, 
please contact our Support Team via email 

or live chat on our website!

Connect with 
fellow educators!
As a member of the Experience 
Early Learning community, you have 
exclusive access to our professional 
learning circles. Join a small group of 
your peers on Facebook. These small 
groups are made up of educators just 
like you sharing ideas and creative 
solutions. Stay connected all year and 
build a stronger community of support 
around early childhood education.

To get started, search 
Experience Curriculum 

on Facebook.



Enhance your monthly Preschool 
Curriculum with theme-connected, 
supplemental resources that match 
your program goals and the 
developmental needs of your children.

Make Experience 
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CONNECT & COMMUNICATE

PLAY & EXPLORE

I Can Roll
What motivates the child to move or try something physically challenging?

SUPPLIES
• Wheel toy
• Book or ramp

While the child is on her tummy, roll a toy from one side to the other. 

READY?Encourage her to track the ball. Say, “1, 2, 3…Here it comes!”
Try leaving the toy just beyond the child’s reach to encourage her to roll over.  

Set out a wheel toy and join the child on the fl oor.  

READY?Say things like, “Beep-Beep!”, “Here it comes!”and “Is Grandma in the car?” Name other family members as you play. Push the car away from the child and observe as the child crawls or walks after it. 

Set out a rolling toy. Make a small ramp with a book or other fl at surface.  

READY?Encourage the child to send the car down the ramp then crawl or walk to chase after it.

Crawling in play is still great, even after a child is walking.
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Pat-a-cake, pat-a-cake, baker's man.
Bake me a cake as fast as you can;
Roll it and pat it and mark it with a "B,"
And throw it in the oven for baby and me.    

Pat-a-cake
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Crawling in play is still great, 
even after a child is walking.

Pat-a-cake, pat-a-cake, baker's man.
Pat-a-cake, pat-a-cake, baker's man.
Pat-a-cake, pat-a-cake, 

Bake me a cake as fast as you can;
Roll it and pat it and mark it with a "B,"
And throw it in the oven for baby and me.    

Pat-a-cake
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Crawling in play is still great, 
even after a child is walking.

0 - 18 MONTHS

EXPERIENCE BABY
 A relationship-based curriculum 
providing experiences to support 

learning and development. 
Teacher Pack $5149

Child Pack $968

18 MONTHS - 3 YEARS

EXPERIENCE TODDLER
 A relationship-based curriculum 
providing experiences to support 

learning and development. 
Starting at $10999

18 MONTHS - 2½ YEARS 

LITTLE LEARNERS
Little Learners is a toddler supplement 

to the Preschool curriculum and includes Tray 
Play ideas and activity adaptations for 

younger learners in multi-age group settings.
Monthly Supplement $2204**

AGES 4-6 YEARS

MORE MATH 
AND MORE LITERACY

Challenge your advanced, older 
learners with daily activities that reinforce 

kindergarten-ready math and literacy skills. 
Two books for only $917*

DANCE ‘N BEATS
The dance DVD and activity book connect 
with the Experience Preschool thematic CD. 

DVD & Guidebook $2390*

EXPERIENCE GOD
Daily Christian devotional 

with weekly crafts. 
Teacher Pack $2204* 

Child Craft Pack $769*
kindergarten-ready math and literacy skills. 
learners with daily activities that reinforce 

kindergarten-ready math and literacy skills. kindergarten-ready math and literacy skills. 

EXPERIENCE TOY BOX
Themed toy collections connect 

play and learning. 
Toys & Activities $20290

+ shipping

Order online at 
ExperienceCurriculum.com

*Shipping rates applied when purchased without curriculum.
**Little Learners must be ordered with Experience Preschool Curriculum Kit.

Pricing subject to change.

18 MONTHS - 3 YEARS



Quick 
checklists
Planning and preparing for the year, 
month, week, day and every activity.

 Set up the Circle Time display.

 Distribute the Family Fliers (in Member Resources).

 Create a binder for each child’s Learning Portfolio.

 Join our private Facebook group.

 Gather on-hand supplies.

YEAR

 Read and display the Theme Web and Weekly Activity Skill Charts.

 Gather storytime books from your local library 
(consult the Quick Peek section of your Teacher Guide or the Recommended Book List in Member Resources).

 Distribute the Family Newsletter
(in Daily Discovery Bag Lesson 1 or in Member Resources).

 Participate in professional development trainings.

E X P E R I E N C E  P R E S C H O O LTHEME WEB
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All About Me

Head 

Arms 

Legs

Hands & Feet

Sight

Sound

Taste

Touch

Smell

Washing 
Hands

Protecting Our Bodies

Sleep

Brushing 
Teeth

Shirt

Pants

Hat

Coat

Shoes & Socks

Body 
Parts

Staying 
Healthy

Five 
Senses

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

16

17

18
11

All About Me week 1LESSON 1

week 2LESSON 6

Sight

Washing Hands week 4LESSON 16

Shirt
week 3LESSON 11

Head
week 1LESSON 2

week 2LESSON 7

Sound

Protecting Our Bodies week 4LESSON 17

Arms
week 1LESSON 3

Taste
week 2LESSON 8

week 4LESSON 18

Sleep

Hat

week 1LESSON 4

Legs

Touch
week 2LESSON 9

Hands & Feet week 1LESSON 5

Smell
week 2LESSON 10
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Experience Preschool is a research-based curriculum that supports 

your child’s rapidly growing curiosity. As your child participates in 

this nationally recognized program, she will:• Build friendship skills and learn to how to express her feelings.

• Have access to specialized books, science tools, art materials, 

games and math manipulatives to encourage problem-solving 

and creative thinking.• Engage in daily routines and activities that support brain development 

while also building the self-regulation and attention span needed for 

long-term school success.

New Themes Every Month!
Every morning at Circle Time, your child’s teacher will reveal the topic 

of the day. There are 20 topics related to the new thematic study every 

month. Throughout the day, she will investigate these topics through 

hands-on projects, art and music. We believe every child is an artist, 

engineer and tinkering genius. Get ready to see a lot of your child’s hard 

work coming home and displayed on the walls in your school. We are 

excited to get to know your child’s unique brilliance as we learn together, 

hand in hand.

C U R R I C U L U M

C U R R I C U L U M

C U R R I C U L U M

C U R R I C U L U M

HANDS-ON LEARNING THROUGH PLAY
Your child’s teacher will use books, puppets, music, blocks, 

puzzles and manipulatives to inspire a love of learning. While 

your child plays, she will naturally build 72 foundational skills. 

These skills are interwoven within 7 developmental domains:
• social-emotional• physical

• language and literacy• math
• science
• social studies• creative development
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(consult the Quick Peek section of your Teacher Guide or the Recommended Book List in Member Resources).

Shoes & Socks
Shoes & Socks
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Mama Built 
a Little Nest
by Jennifer 
Ward

Whose Egg?
by Lynette 
Evans

Hello Bird
by Leslie 
Falconer
Included in the Experience 
Toddler & Preschool Curriculum Kits

There Is a Bird 
on Your Head
by Mo Willems

Flap 
Your Wings
by P.D. 
Eastman

LESSON 1 
Nest 

LESSON 2
Egg

LESSON 3
Hatchling 

LESSON 4
Bird Food 

LESSON 5
Learning to Fly

LESSON 11
Bluebird 

LESSON 12
Woodpecker 

LESSON 13
Eagle 

LESSON 14
Hummingbird

LESSON 15
Chickadee

LESSON 6
Head & Beak 

LESSON 7
Body

LESSON 8
Wing 

LESSON 9
Feet & Claws

LESSON 10
Tail

LESSON 16
Ostrich 

LESSON 17
Penguin 

LESSON 18
Blue Crane 

LESSON 19
Peacock 

LESSON 20
Birdwatcher

Tummy Trouble
by Chris Lensch
Included in the Experience 
Toddler & Preschool 
Curriculum Kits

Fine Feathered 
Friends: All 
About Birds 
by Tish Rabe

Feathers 
for Lunch
by Lois Ehlert

I Wish That 
I Had Duck Feet
by Leo LeSieg

Birds from 
Head to Tail
by Stacey 
Roderick

When Blue 
Met Egg
by Lindsay 
Ward

Woodpecker 
Wham!
by April 
Pulley Sayre

Hooray 
for Birds!
by Lucy 
Cousins

Hummingbirds
by Bonnie 
Bader

Have You 
Heard the 
Nesting Bird?
by Rita Gray

Undercover 
Ostrich
by Joe Kulka

Penguin Chick 
by Betty 
Tatham

Birds
by Kevin 
Henkes

Flora and 
the Peacocks
by Molly Idle

Bird Count
by Susan 
Edwards 
Richmond

Birds & Eggs

Nest 

Wing 

I Had Duck Feet

Hummingbirds

Penguin Chick 

231-276-6302
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Your Wings
by P.D. 
Eastman

LESSON 15
Chickadee

LESSON 10
Tail

LESSON 20
Birdwatcher

Birds from 
Head to Tail
by Stacey 
Roderick

Have You 
Heard the 
Nesting Bird?
by Rita Gray

Bird Count
by Susan 
Edwards 
Richmond
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nationally recognized program, she will:Build friendship skills and learn to how to express her feelings.

• Have access to specialized books, science tools, art materials, 

games and math manipulatives to encourage 
and creative thinking.• Engage in daily routines and activities that support brain development 

while also building the self-regulation and attention span

long-term school success.

New Themes Every Month!
Every morning at Circle Time, your child’s teacher will reveal the topic 

of the day. There are 20 topics related to the new thematic study every 

month. Throughout the day, she will investigate these topics through 
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Balls or 
beanbags
Blankets
Blocks
Books
Bowls
Boxes/baskets
Camera
CD player
Chalk
Collage 
materials
Crayons
Cups

Dishes 
and utensils
Glue
Hole punch
Magazines and 
newspapers
Markers
Mirrors
Nature items
Paint and 
paintbrushes
Paper (including 
scrap)

 Pencils (colored 
and writing)

Playdough
Scissors
Spoons
Stapler
Sticky notes
Stuffed animals 
and toys

 Tape (clear 
and masking)
Tote bag
Towels
Trays
Tubs/buckets
Water 
Yarn/string

Keep �  hand:

New Themes Every Month!
Every morning at Circle Time, your child’s teacher will reveal the topic 

of the day. There are 20 topics related to the new thematic study every 

month. Throughout the day, she will investigate these topics through 

hands-on projects, art and music. We believe every child is an artist, 
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hands-on projects, art and music. We believe every child is an artist, 

engineer and tinkering genius. Get ready to see a lot of your child’s hard 
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 Read about the week’s Theme and learn background 
 information to share with children.

 Make notes for any extra activities or outings 
you may want to do.

WEEK

 Read the daily Lesson Plan (in the Teacher Guide).

 Collect supplies from the Gathering List
(and provided supplies in the  Daily Discovery Bag).

 Display the Conversation Poster (from each Daily Discovery Bag)

for families and children to see when they arrive.

DAY

 Discuss: Make notes of child quotes.

Explore: Observe and write anecdotes.

Play: Follow the child’s lead and adapt 
 or extend the experience.

Assess: Record the child’s skill level and save work.

ACTIVITY

Celebrate!
You nurtured a child’s heart & mind 
and set them up for life-long learning.

21

(from each Daily Discovery Bag)

You nurtured a child’s heart & mind 
and set them up for life-long learning.
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